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Jupiter Planet in Taurus 2013 04 26 21:00

Campus 

(20057)

WNW. Visible from back patio sharply to the 

left. Ultimately disappears around the edge of V-

SJ. Europa and Ganymede very visible. Io 

transiting. Calisto lost in light of planet. With 

Ron M. and Tom B.

Saturn Planet in Virgo 2013 04 27 23:00 Campus

First glimpse. From Wolfington Hall. With Kevin 

Sullivan and Matt Ippel.

Moon Moon of Earth in Capricornus 2013 04 27 23:35 Campus Luminous.

Saturn Planet in Virgo 2013 05 04 22:00 Campus

Debut to students and confreres. Fifty in 

attendance. Much fun.

Saturn Planet in Virgo 2013 05 05 22:00 Campus

From Observatory Hill. "Star Party". Titan 

visible.

Saturn Planet in Virgo 2013 05 07 22:00

Arlington 

(22205)

for mom and neighbors. Viewed from backyard, 

where streetlights don't bounce right into tube. 

Jupiter Planet in Taurus 2013 05 11 21:00

Loudon 

(20165) for Jerry et ux.

Saturn Planet in Virgo 2013 05 11 22:00 Loudon for Jerry et ux.

Beehive Cluster - 

Messier 44 M 044 Open Cluster in Cancer 2013 05 25 22:00

50°. 40%. 30.1". 

8mphWNW. Clear.

Centreville 

(21617)

best in 54mm. Crab not visible. Starjumped 

from Gemini. A hundred sparkling jewels ... my 

first  deep sky object!

Saturn Planet in Virgo 2013 05 25 22:15 Centreville the usual (I'm getting jaded.)

Jupiter Planet in Taurus 2013 05 25 22:30 Centreville In alignment with Venus and Mercury

Mercury Planet in Taurus 2013 05 25 22:30 Centreville

first time. No features, or much color for that 

matter. In alignment with Venus and Jupiter.

Venus Planet in Taurus 2013 05 25 22:30 Centreville

first time. No features, or much color for that 

matter. In alignment with Mercury and Jupiter.

North America Nebula - 

NGC 7000 NGC 7000 Bright Nebula in Cygnus 2013 05 26 22:30 Centreville

Not sure about this. Glimpse over the Cove. 

Light from moon creeping up to the SSE. 

Fuzziness

Biurakan 2 B 2 Open Cluster in Cygnus 2013 05 26 22:40 Centreville

36mm. To NE over Cove. Moon creeping up to 

SSE. 

NGC 6871 NGC 6871 Open Cluster in Cygnus 2013 05 26 22:50 Centreville

36mm. To NE over Cove. Moon creeping up to 

SSE. 

Messier 39 M 039 Open Cluster in Cygnus 2013 05 26 23:00 Centreville

36mm. To NE over Cove. Moon creeping up to 

SSE. 

IC 4665 IC 4665 Open Cluster in Ophiuchus 2013 05 30 22:45

70°. 45%. 30.15". 

6mphS. Clear. Centreville

Spread out indeed, but easily hopped to from 

Cebalrai (Beta Ophiuchi: Oph's right shoulder). 

36mm better than 54mm for giving sense of it 

as a cluster.

NGC 6633 NGC 6633 Open Cluster in Ophiuchus 2013 05 30 22:57 Centreville

This was achieved via an eyeball hop from 

Cebalrai (Beta Oph).



NGC 6709 NGC 6709 Open Cluster in Aquila 2013 05 30 22:58 Centreville Hopped from ngc 6633.

Hercules Cluster M 013 Globular Cluster in Hercules 2013 05 30 23:29 Centreville

Hopping across from Ophiuchus to Lyra and up 

to Eta and Zeta Herc (Hercules' forehead), then 

probing around. Found it with the 24mm. First 

impression, a smudge. By 9mm, it fills the 

eyepiece. At 4mm, no more resolution of stars 

and the brightness is lost. 54mm gives a good 

sense of it in context.

Messier 92 M 092 Globular Cluster in Hercules 2013 05 31 00:00 Centreville

Used Rastaban (beta drac), pi herc (right jowl), 

as well as iota herc (hand on sword) to hop and 

scan to cluster. Smaller and dimmer than m13.

Bode's Nebulae M 081 Spiral Galaxy in Ursa Major 2013 05 31 00:20 Centreville

Using Gianfar (Lambda drac: the tail of the 

dragon) and hopping downward. Faint and 

fuzzy. Found 81 first and then 82. 26 mm finds 

them one at a time. Both fit in 54mm.

Bode's Nebulae M 082 Spiral Galaxy in Ursa Major 2013 05 31 00:36 Centreville

Using Gianfar (Lambda drac: the tail of the 

dragon) and hopping downward. Faint and 

fuzzy. Found 81 first and then 82. 26 mm finds 

them one at a time. Both fit in 54mm.

Venus Planet in Taurus 2013 05 31 20:20

85°. 70%. 30.05". 

Calm.

Chevy Chase 

Community 

Center

We (Guy, Bill, JT, the FS officer, and the Asian 

marine) brought the R-JTK to the roof of the 

community center.Venus was easy to spot 

about 12° up in the WNW.Visual magnitude was 

-4! As far as we could tell she was fully 

illuminated. The 54mm came in handy to scan 

for the other two. The barlowed 24mm was of 

greatest use in determining full illumination. 

App size: 10-3 arcsecs

Jupiter Planet in Taurus 2013 05 31 20:25 CCCC

Jupiter was visual identified first naked eye, 

about 4° lower than Venus and at VM -2 

somewhat dimmer. Jupiter was on the upper 

edge of a low cloud line and sinking into it. 

Jupiter disappeared first. App size, 32.3 arcsecs



Mercury Planet in Gemini 2013 05 31 20:30 CCCC

Mercury, for me a first sighting, was also 

identified first naked eye, about 3° higher than 

Venus. VM was -.3. Bill kept remarking that he 

had never Mercury so high in the sky. As Venus 

and Jupiter descended into the lower cloud 

bank, Mercury shone with increasing relative 

brightness against a darkening sky. We 

determined her phase was "gibbousy" ... at 

circa 66°. The height allowed this darkening 

background to make M increasingly visible. M's 

app size was 6.4 arcsecs.

Saturn Planet in Virgo. 2013 05 31 21:00 CCCC

A quick glance from the rooftop. Cassini rings 

visible in barlowed 25mm. Titan visible too.  .3 

mag. 18.5 arcsec app size.

Venus Planet in Taurus 2013 06 04 20:40

68°. 58%. 30.12". 

Calm. Campus

Some light cloudy grayness to the west. Venus 

was quickly located naked eye. 15° up in the 

WNW. Some confusion as to whether it was 

Mercury as the cloud and humidity made it less 

than sparkling. As time went by it brightened 

relative to the background and became more 

obviously Venus.

Mercury Planet in Gemini 2013 06 04 21:00 Campus

Venus had sunk below the horizon, and 

Mercury became ever so faintly naked eye 

visible at 14° up. Murphy was stunned at its 

visibility and altitude. Air disturbance made it 

hard to tell phase. Calculations of 55% in the 

books was unverifiable. It did seem to have a 

touch of color but this could have been due to 

air disturbance.

Saturn Planet in Virgo 2013 06 04 21:20 Campus

Saturn was about 40° up at this point and SSE. 

Titan was clearly visible. Over the course of the 

evening. There was some discussion about the 

visibility of Tethys and Rhea. I may have spotted 

Tethys. Younger eyes saw Rhea as well.

2013 06 04 22:00 Campus

Some attempt was made to locate IC4665 and 

M44, but in vain. Light pollution to blame. 

Parking lighting to the West from the patio is 

appalling.



Graffias - Beta Scorpii Double Star in Scorpius 2013 06 15 22:55

64°. 92%. 29.99". 

Calm. Centreville

Decided to poke around Scorpius this evening. 

Claws very obvious in the south. Very easy to 

split. Happiest view with the barlowed 25mm. I 

decided to hunt around for the bright nebula ic 

4592 but in vain. Not sure what I should be 

looking for, or what it looks like.

Messier 80 M 080 Globular Cluster in Scorpius 2013 06 15 23:23 Centreville

Set up field with Rho Oph, Al Niyat (Sig Sco), 

Dschubba (Delta Sco), and so located M80. 

Looked like a fuzzy ball of light, but also a bit 

faint. Barlowed 25mm worked well again.

HD 146457 Star in Scorpius 2013 06 15 23:37 Centreville

8.44 magnitude star that as a bright point was 

helpful to keep track of m80,whose magnitude 

is listed as 7.3. 

Antares Nebula van den Bergh 107 Bright Nebula in Scorpius 2013 06 15 23:50 Centreville

Actually not sure about this at all. I couldnt 

quite "split" it. Is it just a fuzziness around 

antares proper

Messier 4 M 004 Globular Cluster in Scorpius 2013 06 16 00:02 Centreville

Easy to locate off Antares (Alpha Sco), with 

bearing from Al Niyat (Sigma Sco). Wispy. 

Barlowed 25m wins the day, but I used the 

9mm and 4mm in an attempt to "resolve" the 

stars. Comme ci Comme ca.

Messier 19 M 019 Globular Cluster in Ophiuchus 2013 06 16 00:14 Centreville

using Antares and Theta Oph I moved leftward 

to M19. Fainter than id imagined.

Ptolemy's Cluster M 007 Open Cluster in Scorpius 2013 06 16 00:45 Centreville

Decided I want an open cluster. Between the 

scorpions tail and thebow! Once I resituated the 

scope 50" to the west on account of the tree 

line, Shaula and Lesath (lambda and Upsilon 

Sco: the scorpion's tail) were  visible just above 

the tree line . On the left hand side Kaus Astralis 

Kaus Media, Alnasi, and Sephdar (Delta, Epsilon, 

Gamma and Eta Sag). I drew a line between 

Kaus Media and Shaula. A telrad cicle up and to 

the left of Shaula is M7. It took a little bouncing 

around, but boom with the 56mm  all becomes 

visible! I used the 54mm to get the full view, 

swapping it out occassionally with the 25 mm to 

get both the narrower and the wider 

perspective. I love an open cluster! I had hoped 

to move from there to the M6 but more and 

more whispy clouds were moving in. Plus the 

exterior of the tube was getting dripping wet. A 

little humidity, ne c'est pas? I call it a night.



Moon 2013 06 20 20:00

68°. 69%. 30.28". 

Calm. Arlington 05

We viewed the Moon as it disappeared behind 

the Tulip Poplar and then again after it 

emerged. 

Saturn Planet in Virgo 2013 06 20 20:30 Arlington 05

we began hunting for it naked eye around 20.00 

and found it circa 20.30 about 40° up and not 

quite direct south. Telrad and the 25mm 

eyepiece, eventually barlowed. More 

cloudiness than we expected. We could spot 

Titan as a pinpoint of light (visual magnitude 

9.0). Maggie, Lana, Fuller . and Joanna were 

there. Pete, Betsy, and Tim - Mom's friends 

from St Ann's came too eventually. Wispy 

clouds degraded seeing without eliminating 

naked eye spotting of the planet.

Moon 2013 06 20 22:00 Arlington 05

We viewed the Moon as it disappeared behind 

the Tulip Poplar and then again after it 

emerged. 2d time around, very fuzzy on 

account of the water in the air. Used filter with 

25mm.

Double Double - Ep2 Lyr Double Star in Lyra 2013 07 29 22:35

68°. 75%. 30.18". 

Calm. Centreville

A not terribly satisfying beginning to the 

evening.

Delta Lyr Cluster S 01 Open Cluster in Lyra 2013 07 29 22:45 Centreville

Stephenson: A General Catalog of Galactic 

Carbon Stars. Found it by fishing around delta 

lyr. Found it to the NW. 25mm.

Andromeda Galaxy M 031 Spiral Galaxy in Andromeda 2013 07 29 23:10 Centreville

A desire to find something "thrilling" to start 

the evening off (now a half hour into it). I used 

Mirach (beta and) and Mu And which were circa 

25° up from the horizon in the northeast, made 

a line and followed it upward a few more 

degrees. It was a little more smudgy than I 

remembered it from the 4" refractor.  I have to 

admit on not dwelling on it all that closely, but I 

couldn't really make out the yolk and didn't 

pause to look for M 31 or m 110.



Lagoon Cluster NGC 6530 Open Cluster in Sagittarius 2013 07 29 23:25 Centreville

Now the excitement begins as I start to probe 

around Sag. I schemed by first just soaking in 

the archer's bow. Initially I was going to go after 

M22 or M28, but then determined that I would 

.begin by moving from Kaus Borealis (lam sag) 

due east and then dropping slightly to get 

NCG6530 and M8. The idea of a bright nebula 

has frustrated me all summer, and I wanted to 

see if I could figure out what that is. The 

combination of NGC 6530 and M8 are really 

quite stunning once you stumble across them. 

The "Lagoon nebula and cluster" make for an 

interesting effect: It looks like all these little 

stars trying to emit light through cloud cover 

that diffuses their light. Then you realize that 

they're actually two different deep sky objects. 

The cluster is hard to "count" but it seemed to 

me like one set of many little diamonds to one 

side and three larger stars to the other side of 

the "lagoon". 36mm and 54mm gave the best 

views.

Lagoon Nebula M 008 Bright Nebula in Sagittarius 2013 07 29 23:25 Centreville

The "lagoon" itself seemed at first to be 

terrestial humidity giving the little stars more 

pronounced spikes. But continued inspection 

changed the impression to "fuzzy patches" It 

seems to be almost of two parts. The fainter 

part smudges a large collection of little stars, 

and the larger patch contains three larger light 

sources.  Quite gazable! 36mm and 54mm gave 

the best views.

Trifid Nebula M 020 Bright Nebula in Sagittarius 2013 07 29 23:42 Centreville

NGC 6514. I bounced up from M8 to find this 

nebula/cluster. I suppose from its name, it 

should be of three parts, but I count four with a 

star in the midst of a lesser bright nebula above 

it. 36mm and 54mm gave the best views.

Messier 21 M 021 Open Cluster in Sagittarius 2013 07 29 23:45 Centreville

Using telrad and moving upward from M20 and 

a tick to the left. I need to get used to smaller 

star clusters, i.e., that the Beehive isn't the 

standard. 



Collinder 367 Cr 367 Open Cluster in Sagittarius 2013 07 29 23:45 Centreville

I put NGC 6530 half way between the middle 

and outermost telrad rings at about four 

o'clock, and then started fishing around for 

Collinder 367. To repeat the insight above: I 

need more experience figuring smaller open 

clusters out. There's go to be more to it than a 

concentration of stars more dense than any 

random patch of sky and less dense than a 

globular cluster, right?

NGC 6546 NGC 6546 Open Cluster in Sagittarius 2013 07 29 23:50 Centreville

Then I situated 11 Sgr on the middle ring of the 

telrad at eight o'clock and started probing for 

NGC 6546. The listed apparent magnitude of 

this open cluster is 8, which would make it a 

stretch for my eyes.

Messier 28 M 028 Globular Cluster in Sagittarius 2013 07 29 23:55 Centreville

Changing positions, I oriented myself to Kaus 

Borealis (lambda Sgr). Centered in the telred I 

then hopped to one o'clock on the middle ring 

and started looking. To my eye a classic smudgy 

globular cluster. 

Messier 22 M 022 Globular Cluster in Sagittarius 2013 07 29 23:59 Centreville

Now I situated Kaus Borealis at about 4:30 on 

the outermost telrad ring and started probling 

with a tick to the NW. M22 (NGC 6656) seemed 

brighter, denser than M28, and was more 

"resolvable" into a mess of stars. 

Messier 25 M 025 Open Cluster in Sagittarius 2013 07 30 00:04 Centreville

Now I placed Kaus Borealis at about 6 o'clock on 

the middle telrad ring and then raised the 

telescope to about 31° above the horizon and 

started probling. M25 seems a touch brighter 

than M28 and a little more difuse. A central 

area of white stars is framed by a collection of 

red/orange ones. 

Omega Nebula M 017 Bright Nebula in Sagittarius 2013 07 30 00:07 Centreville

I shifted to the NE from M25. M17 appears out 

of nowhere. Gamma Scuti is a little beyond ten 

o'clock of the outermost telrad ring.  Now that I 

"get" bright nebula, I'm seeing them 

everywhere. The starry background seems key 

to their illumination.

NGC 6618 NGC 6618 Open Cluster in Sagittarius 2013 07 30 00:10 Centreville This is the open cluster associated with M17.

NGC 6605 NGC 6605 Open Cluster in Serpens 2013 07 30 00:15 Centreville

NGC 6605 is to the NE of M17, putting it at half 

past seven between the middle and outer-most 

telrad rings.  



Eagle Nebula M 016 Bright Nebula in Serpens 2013 07 30 00:21 Centreville

M16 and NGC6611 pair up an open cluster and 

a bright nebula. I shifted E from Gamma scuti. I 

need to become a ltitle more open to the 

creative energy of those who see animals, such 

as an eagle, in the gasses of the nebulae. 

NGC 6611 Open Cluster in Serpens 2013 07 30 00:21 Centreville

M16 and NGC6611 pair up an open cluster and 

a bright nebula. I shifted E from Gamma scuti. I 

need to become a ltitle more open to the 

creative energy of those who see animals, such 

as an eagle, in the gasses of the nebulae. 

Wild Duck Cluster M 011 Open Cluster in Scutum 2013 07 30 00:24 Centreville

I worked from iota Aql and beta sct, putting the 

former at roughly ten o'clock and the latter at 

roughly two o'clock on the outermost telrad 

ring and then bouncing around in the scope a 

bit to the SE till I found this charming little open 

cluster. Okay. I'm getting jaded. Working too 

fast. Seeing too many but not enough, as it 

were. Pooped I went to bed.


